JESTION AND ANSWER PORTION > ‘
‘Q- MR. LE DUC THO,AT THE TIME OF:HIS LAST. PUBLIC STATEMEnT,--
PRESIDENT NIXON nxn/nor CALL FOR. THE WITHDRAWAL TO THE NORTH
IETNAMESE TROOPS . AND ‘IN ADDITION, 'RE PROPOSED THAT AMERICAN -
TROOPS WOULD LEAVE VIET-NAM, NOT SIX MONTHS BUT. FOUR MONTHS FOLLOWING
AN ARMISTICE. DON'T YOU THINK, THAT THIS REPRESENTS A MEASURE OF s
' PROGRESS IN THE CONDITIONS SET BY.THE AMERICANS?. - ﬁ? .
7 A~ 1.READ PERSONALLY, AND CAREFULLY, MR NIXON'S~ MAY " 8TH SPEECH ,
{ND-1 CAN SUM IT UP IN A FEV. SENTENCES.a 1N IS:SPEECH‘MR NIXON. SOUGHT

s o Gy s
ACTS OF. AR AGAINST NORTH . VIET -NAM BY ORDERING

'PORT OF HAIPHONG-.AND THE OTHER PORTS ‘OF" THE, DRv;

ST ELEMENT .IN HIS SPEECH. VHICH I RETAINED.. S :

N ﬁ%nus R NIXﬂN_ﬂﬂOLAIEP THECAMERICAN COMMITMENTS (MADE.IN 1968, ...
7. 70 END TOTALLY AND, UNGONDITIONNALLY THE BOMBINGS AGAINST NORTH
r*‘ VIET NAM.  THE CONDITIONS THAT HE SET IN HIS SPEECH ARE. DESIGNED
#.PRECISELY TO OBTAIN somarnxna iN RETURN:FOR,THE CESSATION OF -

s
ke
-

T

C o 'HIS 'RECENT ACTS . i afineddiiey m“*,@.: SERAL St i i
: u_ron OUR PART, VWE BELIEVE THAT MR NIXON HAS NO RIGHT&AL‘ALL 10 SET .t
S CONDITIONS.. o‘.T END . THE BOMBINBS‘%NCONDITIONALLY,“

N CDNFORMITYJWITH THE‘UNITED STATES 1968 commrrmaur
THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH, BY MR. NIXON ARE IN ERROR, ARD IN ‘ADDITION,
IT SHOULD. BE POINTED OUT: THAT THESE cogp:;;pug‘rgox UP ONLY THE ',
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) LT b o L7 3 S it ’ ""“‘7.*;‘\; "n,‘y%' £ids s Ho "
e M&LITARV 1ssuzs.ewhéwuxxou HAS fOTALLY%IGHORED THE POLITICAL PROBLEM.
- “FOR OUR PART, WE CALL FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH VIETNANESE

., PROBLEM, OT OSLY IN ITS WILITARY ASPECTS, Byt IN ITS POLITICAL

<k GPECTS 'AS WELL, BECAUSE IN EVERY WAR, THE OBJECTIVE 15 TO REACH -
OLITICAL GOALS. “IF-ONE HAS NOT REACHED HIS POLITICAL \OBJECTIVES,
HEN THE PROBLEM REMAINS UNRESOLVED. ' - iiwdifayisidis v
“TWEREFORE , THE WAY IN WHICH MR NIXON IS STATING THE: PROBLEM SEEKS 7.
0 PROLONG THE WAR AND NOT TO REACH A PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF THE VIET-
NAMESE PROBLEM.: IF WE DO NOT MANAGE TO SETTLE THE MILITARY PROBLEM -
AND -THE POLITICAL PROBLEM, HOW.CAN WE CONCEIVE OF. A CEASE-FIRE? o
N REGARD To THE TIME PERIOD INVOLVED IN-THE VITHDRAVAL OF AMERICAN
TROOPS, OUR POINT OF VIEW 1S CONSISTENT. WE DEMAND THE SETTING OF '
A- SPECIFIC DATE FOR THE VITHDRAVAL FROM SOUTH VIET-NAM OF ALL ‘AMERICAN

o .
. a‘"‘f : 3

1’HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY 0N MANY’0CCAS10NS 10 TELL MR-KISSINGER
HAT IF THE AMERICAN PARTY 1S WILLING TO SET SUCH A DATE, FOR
OUR PART, WE. ARE WILLING TO DISCUSS THIS. QUESTIDN WITH THEM.=;A~J“
;BUTJWE REGRET T0 HOTE. THAT UP TO NOW. THE. AMERICAN -PARTY CONTINUES e =
TO REFUSE 10 SET_& SPECIFIC DATE. FOR: THEWVITHDRAWAL\OF,AMERICAN TROOPS.
; i “ngﬁ w@ﬁmﬁﬁ@%@‘,4,w(ﬁ@#%?ﬁ%@ﬂ’Xgﬁ%w“§¢$mmwijiﬁﬁﬁi* i g
1T SHUULD BE SAID "THAT THIS WITHDRAWAL IS THE4PRESSING DEMAND. &
NOT OHLY OF - THE . AMERICAN PECPLE BUT OF " T“E PEOPLES OF THE- WORLD "
WITH REGARD TO THE FOUR MONTH PERIOD ON PRELININARY CDNSIDERATIQN
IT WOULD SEEM TO BE A NEW ELEMENT. : BUT YOU PROBABLY REMEMBER 3 g
THAT ‘A FEW "MONTHS  AGO MR NIXON'ALREADY”PUT FORWARD ‘A SIX MONTH ”
} PERIOD .- "MONTHS HAVE GONE BY SINCE THEN. . "MR NIXON CONFINES HIMSELF o
; ‘?TD A SITMPLE . SUBTRACTION- HE HAS TAKEN .OFF: TWO MUNTHQ.; THEREFORE ni
; " 'THE FOUR-MONTH PEE%OD HAS NO MEANING ‘AND THIS. IN\NO WAY REFLECTS A %
_1 POSITION OF GOODWILL IF 1IN FACT MR NIXON HAS A POSITION OF GOODWILL < y;

“IF HE WANTED TO SHOW GOODWILL HE SQULD REFRAIN FROM . INTENSIFYING THEV_u

;f_ "'WAR, AND FOLLOW THE PATH OF SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS, i S . il L bty

~'Q. AT A TIME WHEN YOU ARE CALLING UPON ‘ALL ‘THE PEOPLES OF THE WDRLD, i
“AND PARTICULARLY ON COMMUNIST PEOPLES, TO 'SUPPORT YOU IN YOUR -

STRUGGLE DOES THE POSITION OF THE SDVIET UNION, WITH REGARD =

“T0 THE AMERICAN BLOCKADE SATISFY YOU FULLY? ’?‘”V%x%%“ Wapsa T : 3

i ‘A THE SOVIET UNION, IS A SOCIALIST COUNTRY WHICH HAS ALWAYS FIRMLY - AL
N, SUPPDRTED OUR PEOPLE IN THEIR%STRUG?LE‘AGAIN%F AGGRESS;@% FOR NATIONAL

L 5 M i 3 ;“'\-"‘»- ot h\:} % ”ﬁ"‘ e Wy e ?@{ LN {3 ’* “'.1 ‘*"“5\' ':f".‘n

SALVATION WE ARE ATIFIED BY THE STATEMENT NADE'YESTERBAY BY - T

THE GOUERNMENT OF THELSOVIET UNIUN' PROTESTINGqTHE AMERICAN ESCALATION‘

g AR ] EA- i i agp b b M '«I-.:‘v' B 2T b g oL i SR EOREIR SRS & AL
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OF THE WAR PROTESTING THE MINING OF THE "PORT OF HAIPHONG AND OTHER |
“"PORTS OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM. . SRR
‘@=-MR < LE DUC THD, YOU HAVE TOLD US ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 'THAT YOU :
#2 pO-NOT HAVE THE INTENTION OF IMPOSING A COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT ON -
©.7{SOUTH VIET-NAM., WOULD YOU BE KIND ENOUGH TO ELABORATE A LITTLE BIT o
s/ ON THIS IDEA? . 1T, SEEMS TO US THAT IT'S ON THIS“PRECISEHPOINT THAT |
THE, ‘NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BROKEN DOWN. ' 7 BT SORBRLL GBI L A :
A~ AS WE SAID, THE DIFFICULT PROBLEM. WHICH REMAINS BETwEEu us AND
HE AMERICAN PARTY 13 THE RPOBLEM OF POVER. Infsourn VIET-NAM.~*-
TRIS IS. ONE OF THE MOST-DIFFICULT PROBLEMS. M ,%a ERSL |
;P TO NOW THE AMERICAN PARTY'S INTENTION IS T0 MAINTAIN IN SAIGON
‘A REGIME IN ITS PAY, IN ORDER TO IMPLEMEHT VIETNAMIZATION IN A
WORD, TO IMPLEMENT" NEO-COLONIALISM. .~ lwdusisui Yol up,
;ons-mxeuw SAY THAT THE AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION HAS SACRIFICED COU
‘LESS, AMERICAN LIVES -TO PROTECT WARLIKE AND DICTATORIAL. FLEMENTS N
o "REJECTED BY THE SOUTH: VIETNAMESE POPULATION AND EVEN BY THE %o
*A'AMERICAN PEOPLE. = "'{ nidf R A
"FOR OUR. PART , WE HAVE SATED ON" SEVERAL O0CCASIONS, PARTIGULARLY SINCE
“'MY. ARRIVAL IN PARIS, AND TODAY FOR THE FIFTH TIME THAT WE (THAT_IS,
~*THE GOVERNMENT - OF THE DRV AND .THE PRG OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH = .
\ ,VIET NAﬂfHAVE NO. DESIRE TO IMPOSE A gommunxsr REGIME IN_SOUTH VIET

;‘ WHAT VE waur"xs'ruz ESTABLTSHWENT. TN soufﬁ VIET-NAM OF A

R A e RV A T e
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‘GOVERNMENT .
"OF "NATIONAL CONCORD WITH THREE COMPONENTS ,CALLING FOR ”PEACE, INDE-_,
PENDENCE, NEUTRALITY AND .DEMOCRACY. o 2w s {'ﬁ‘i % :‘«Lf«m Wy T
. 1'CAN BE 'EVEN MORE CLEAR WITH REGARD T0 THE(
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710 THE, PRESENT ADMINISTRATION OF SAIGON. | . /7, A e
THIRD , PEOPLE CALLING FOR THE PEACE, INDEPENDENCE AND NEUTRALITY
“OF THE COUNTRY. ARD THOSE IN THS THIRD _CATEGORY MAY NOT APPROVE OF
AMERICAN AGGRESSION BUT Tnzvmmay_g?r. ROVE 9 " THE P Exrnsn.d SUCH |
T S R e Vs AR REDT Bt S e B '
AN “ADMINISTRATION REFLECTS PERFECTLY THE REALITIES OF THE -
‘SITUATION IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, AND THIS IS A. PERFECILY LOGICAL AND:
' REASONABLE SOLUTION. % -iAii FE D e
BUT MR NIXON CLINGS TO HIS WELL -KNOWN, POSITION, THAT 1§, 10 _
(", MAINTAIN TRE THIEU TEAM. THAT'S THE PROBLEM THAT REMAINS UNRESOLVED.
, - IN THIS WAY, MR NIXON CASTS RESPONSIBILITY ON OUR SIDE, SAYING .
. THAT VE VANT TO IMPOSE A COMMUNIST REGINE IN SOUTH VIET Nam,
.. THIS IS PURE FABRICATION. . .. .yt s oiihosdy Ry
{- MR NIXON CLAIMS THAT WE WANT TO IMPOSE A COMMUNIST REGIME IN ‘SOUTH "
~ VIET-NAM TO REPRESS THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION. -BUT .ON THIS
' | SUBJECT, WE HAVE STATED ON MANY QCCASIONS THAT AFTER A POLITICAL .
- SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH VIET ‘NAM, THE POPULATION WILL LIVE- [N NATIONAL
" CONCORD AND FORGET ALL HATRED AND DISSENSTION OF THE PAST. i
- ONTHE CONTRARY, IT IS MR NIXON WHO PERSISTS IN MAINTAINING HIS
© ' AGENTS, WHO ARE APPLYING A POLICY OF. REPRESSION, AND THUS IN . B
.. MAINTAINING NEO-COLONIALISM IN SOUTH VIET- SNAMo oo 5 E gy L
Q- (IN ENGLISH): IT WOULD SEEM THAT ON MILITARY MATTERS THE UNITED
. STATES AND THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM ARE NOT. TOO FAR
' APART. " IF MR NIXON WOULD AGREE TO THE RESIGNATION. OF.PRESIDENT
' THIEY, OR IF PRESIDENT THIEU WOULD RESIGN, WOULD ALL THE QTHER
MATTERS RESDLUE THEMSELV?S? o L S

(\\' -f‘ - L 2 WW : ¥ 4'
'FIRST OF ALL PEOPLE BELONGING
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A- IN ENGLISH) oN’rNIS SUBJECT OUR v:zws DIFFER RADICALLY FROM rnosz :
LOF MR NIXON®o . o0 adgilfy o i e Fiipmcsinen o £ we o i g
FIRST, WE DEMAND THAT NGUYEN VAN THIEU RESIGN’ INNENIATELY; -QN’\*““ b
“AS FOR MR NIXON, HIS STAND IS THAT AFTER THE:CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES
_‘"“N'WslVaﬂwa&Ww¥&V%%i‘ PRI R BN o T e L e o
'~~IHAT 1S, AFTER THE SIGNING OF A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF THE PROBLEM, .
"NGUYEN VAN THIEU WOULD RESIGN ONLY ONE MONTH-BEFORE THE ELECTION. a:"ﬁN
. THEN ONE MIGHT WONDER WHEN THE AGREEMENT WILL BE SIGNED, WHEN IR
"~ A SETTLEMENT WILL BE REACHED., IN ORDER THAT THIEU MIGHT RESIGN. THIS "
IS ro say IHAT IHE AIM IS TO PROLONGlTHE MAINTENANCE or IS puppsr 1N

S L [T Aol B g T
POWER MOREOVEH WE NOT. ONLY DEMAND THE RESIGNATION OF NGUYEN VAN - '
THIEU BUT A CHANGE IN THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION IS POLICY"
'EVEN WHEN THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION IS WITHOUT THIEU. . — - % i
. THE.REASON WHY WE DAMAND A CHANGE IN POLICY OF THE SAIGON ADMINISTRA-
r:oN, IS THAT THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION WITHOUT NGUYEN VAN THIEU, -
" MUST CHANGE -ITS POLICY SO AS TO.CREAT FAVORABLE CONDITIONS FOR
" NEGOTIATION- BETWEEN THAT NEW SAIGON ADMINISTRATION AND THE PRG- IN <.
“S0 DOING, THE SATGON ADMINISTRATION SHOULD DISMANTLE ITS MACHMINERY = -
| OF PREPRESSION AND COERION. AND ONLY BY CHANGING THE POLICY OF THE
7 SAIGON ADMINISTRATION CAN A  FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE FOR NATIONAL CONCORD -
BE CREATED--FOR NEGOTIATION ANDFFOR A“PEACEFUL SETTLEMENTMOF THE -

PROBLEM. JIERER i w
DU ARE‘ PREPARED

L-',- “

“@- I VONDER WHETHER, MR LE DUC THO , a

' 'KISSINGER AGAIN IN A PRIVATE MEETING, AND IF SO, UNDER wnar '
. CONDITIONS. WILL HE HAVE TO.BRING SOMETHING NEW?Z @i .
‘A~ (IN ENGLSH) IT IS OUR VIEW THAT THE PARIS CONFERENCE ON VIET
. NAM- INCLUDES TWO FORMS OF SESSIONS: FIRST.THE PUBLIC SESSIONS WHICH -
" ARE HELD EVERY THURSDAY ON KLEBER STREET. SECOND, PRIVATE. MEETINGS.Mf:
~AND THESE TWO FORMS OF SESSIONS ARE LINKED TO EACH OTHER. -~ . S

., AND VE BELIEVE THAT AT THE PRESENT, MR NIXON IS NOT YET PREPARED
'FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATION BECAUSE AT PRESENT.HE ISe INTENSIFYING .
AND_EXPANDING THE WAR. HE IS STEPPING UP THE ATTACKS AGAINST NORTH
VIET-NAM. HE HAS MINED AND BLOCKADED ALL OUR PORTS. = oWiiif - . .
. UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, HOW CAN SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS BE HELD?,
"AND 1IN HIS SPEECH OF MAY ETH, HE STATED THAT HE HAS CHOSEN ONLY. %
ONE WAY, THAT IS, THE WAY OF INTENSIFYING THE WAR. T
THIS HAS SHOWN THAT.KE IS NOT YET PREPARED FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS.
AS FOR US, WE HAVE STATED THAT WE ARE PREPARED, THAT THE ONLY WAY TO
'PEACEFULLY SETTILE THE VIET-NAM PROBLEM IS THROUGH NEGOTIATION, AND VE
ARE PREPARED TO CARRY OUT THESE NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOODWILL AND
SERIOUS INTENT, WHILE MR NIXON IS INTENSIFYING U.S, ATTACKS ~ .
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> Qh&f ﬁBINGS AGATNST ‘NORTH VIET-NAM< WY PRESEWCE WERE IN PARIS

AgDE\Bl?DENCE OF OUR GOODWILL AND OUR DESIRE_FOR HEGQT;ATIONS. s o |
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